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Effective Group Work in the Multi-cultural Classroom 
 
This session is based around three short 

video clips, each showing a contrasting 

example of the use of group work.  These 

will be used as a stimulus for discussion of 

what group work has to offer and different 

ways it can be organised.  A particular 

focus will be on contrasts between 

learners, in terms of first language and 

cultural background, and how these 

differences can offer both challenges and 

opportunities. 

 

 

Video 1 

 

Department:  Management 

Students:  Postgraduates (multi-national, native and non-native speakers of English) 

Task:  Discussion of answers to questions on text 

 

Observation focus: 

Clarity of instructions 

Interaction between native speakers and non-native speakers 

 

Video 2 

 

Department: Education  

Students: Postgraduate (all speakers of Chinese as a first language) 

Task: Reading circle 

 

Observation focus: 

English skills 

Quality of discussion 

 

 

Video 3 

Department: mixed (CELT class) 

Students: PhD / undergraduate (multi-national, non-native speakers of English) 

Task:  Comparison of specific experience in different cultures 

 

Observation focus:  

Benefits of different cultural perspectives 

Limitations of different cultural perspectives 

 

 

  



 

You can watch the videos from which these excerpts were taken on my blog: 

http://effectivegroupwork.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Please continue the discussion by using the Comments box at the bottom of the blog 

page. 

 

If you are interested in CELT running a workshop based on this session in your 

Department, contact: 

chris.copland@york.ac.uk 

 

Thanks to: 

 

Bob Doherty and Nicola Ingham for agreeing to be filmed teaching  

 

Huw Llewelyn-Jones for making the films 

 

Ricky Lowes (Best boy and Gaffer) 

 

… and the learners who kindly agreed to take part. 
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